Figurative Language: Epic Simile
Simile: a comparison using “like” or “as”
	Example: Linda’s heart is black like tar. 
		   The gusts of wind felt cold as hail or freezing snow or water chilled to ice. 
Epic Simile: a lengthy comparison between two highly complex objects or actions using “like” or “as”
Example: “…he dashed toward the city, heart racing for some great exploit, rushing on like a champion stallion drawing a chariot full tilt, sweeping across the plain in easy, tearing strides.” (Death of Hector 229)
“As a ravening fire blazes over a vast forest on the mountains, and its light is seen afar, so while they marched the sheen from their forest of bronze went up dazzling into high heaven” (Iliad 31)
Write an epic simile to describe Achilles’ anger toward Hector: __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Write an epic simile to describe Achilles’ strength and ability to fight: __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Illustrate your similes in the boxes provided:

